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And so did my wife and I spend a most enjoyable week
amid the German forests at this splendid old Schloss and
Palace full of beauties and interesting historical associations,
and in the company of the very kindest of hosts. From the
very first they treated us as members of their own family.
And I am sure that to my wife as to myself that recollection
of the week passed at Ballenstedt will always remain among
the very pleasantest of our many happy memories. I dis-
covered only one weak point in the armour of my otherwise
nearly perfect host. Every morning, about eleven, the Chasseur
attached to my personal comfort, and who had a post outside
my door, would come with a message that, if not engaged, His
Highness would be glad if I could join him in his study. And
on rny appearance that immoral ruler would dissemble, and
say to His Excellency the Prime Minister, who was present
with a bulky portfolio of papers, " Ah, you must excuse me,
Excellenz, but I see my guest wishes particularly to speak to
me on urgent business." And he would bow out the stuffy
little man, not pleased at being disturbed, and when the door
was shut the Duke would again bow and mimic the little man,
and repeat," Excellenz! Excellenz!! Excellenz!! 1" And then
I would have to inspect a new rifle, or listen to the report of the
head forester, who generally accompanied us of an evening, my
good friend the Graf von und zu, especially zu, Miinster, a noted
shot and sportsman, who was the manager among other things
of the game-preserves. I fear then it may be gathered that the
reigning Duke of Anhalt of that day, among all his merits, did
not affectionate much State business or the visits of his Ministers.
Still, for all that, he was the most beloved of Princes, and his
State was well administered and never knew any trouble. The
Duchess the while was as good and companionable to my wife
as her husband was to me. And when the time at last came
to leave, we parted from our kind hosts with great and sincere,
regret The ceremonial of our arrival was observed at. our
departure, and accompanied by our companions who had met
us, we went into the great hall, where the Court was assembled
to bid us good-bye. My wife attempted to curtsey and kiss